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WELCOME VISITORS 
 

 

A warm welcome to visitors who join us today to worship our Risen Lord! 

We invite you to pick up a Visitor’s Packet as you leave worship today.  

Thank you for joining us this morning! We are blessed by your presence.  
 

Children are always welcome at worship.  

If desired, there is an unstaffed nursery available for parents and their children  

on the second floor in the education wing. Take the first left down the hallway, and 

the nursery is the first door on your right. 
 

Large print bulletins and hearing assistance devices 

for today’s worship are available.  

Please feel free to ask an usher if interested.  

 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST 

November 23 – November 30 
 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

10:45 a.m. Christ the King Sunday Worship with 

Holy Communion 
     

Monday       7:00 p.m. Scouts 
 

Tuesday 6:30 p.m.  Scouts 
 

Wednesday   9:30 a.m.  LWR Quilters 
   

Thursday OFFICE CLOSED – HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
 

Friday           OFFICE CLOSED 
 

Sunday        10:45 a.m.       First Sunday of Advent Worship 
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GATHERING 

WELCOME & PRELUDE      
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 

and of one another. 

 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Faithful God,  you have shown us the ways of your heart, 

yet we stray from your paths. 

We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression 

and do not embrace the freedom 

of your faithful promises. 

We ignore our neighbors. 

We exploit the earth. 

We reject your abundance, 

trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. 

Repair our relationships, 

restore what we have broken, 

renew our hearts, 

and bring us to new life.  Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: 

God the Faithful One loves you, 

☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.  Amen. 
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Jesus Shall Reign 
Text: Isaac Watts   Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 
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GREETING        
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY     
 

The Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray.  

O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending 

joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great 

glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for 

your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

WORD 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING                                                           Jeremiah 23:1-6 
  

1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 

the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the 

shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and 

have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you 

for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my 

flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to 

their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over 

them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor 

shall any be missing, says the LORD. 

 

  5 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute 

justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel 

will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is 

our righteousness.” 
 

The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                                                                     Psalm 46 
 

1 God is our refuge and strength, 

 a very present help in trouble. 
 

2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

 and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 
3 though its waters rage and foam, 

 and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

 the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 

5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 

 God shall help it at the break of day. 
 

6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

 God speaks, and the earth melts away. 
 

7 The LORD of hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 

8 Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 

 what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
 
9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

 who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 

10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; 

 I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 

11 The LORD of hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
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SECOND READING                                                           Colossians 1:11-20 
 

11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious 

power, so that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks 

to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the 

light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the 

kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 

sins. 

  15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in him 

all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created 

through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things 

hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 

everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and 

through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth 

or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.                 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL               Luke 23:33-43 
 

The Gospel according to St. Luke, the 23rd chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there 

with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, 

forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots to 

divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at 

him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, 

his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him 

sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There 

was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

 

    39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 

“Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, 

saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 

condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting 

what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he 

said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 He replied, 

“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ.                       
 

Please be seated.      

 

SERMON 

 

Silence is kept to reflect upon God’s message. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER      
   

Please stand as you are able. 
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At the Name of Jesus 
Text: Caroline M. Noel   Music: KING’S WESTON, Ralph Vaughan William. Songs of Praise. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED        

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION       
 

God, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 

 

PEACE           
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.    
 

The assembly is seated. 
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MEAL 
 

 

GATHERING OF GIFTS  
 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church,  

including the care of those in need.  Online giving is  

available at felcc.org or by scanning this QR code. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM       
 

Come Celebrate Our God and King                                       by Sandy Wilkinson 
 

Following the special music, please stand as you are able. 
 

OFFERTORY 
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OFFERING PRAYER       

Let us pray. God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, 

promising to fill them with good things. Fulfill that promise through us and 

these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance of your feast and unite us 

into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever. Amen. 

 

DIALOG 

 The Lord be with you.    

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.    

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  

that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,  

almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Who on this day overcame death and the grave,  

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

 

And so, with all the choirs of angels,  

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

There is a place for you at the table of God. 

Come, receive the food that does not perish, 

a taste of life eternal.   
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 

All Christians who believe that Jesus is truly present in the bread (body of Christ)  

and in the wine (blood of Christ) are welcome at the Lord's Table.  

To receive Holy Communion, please come down the center aisle, take a glass  

(the prefilled glasses contain grape juice), and gather at the altar.  

Non-communing children and adults may come forward for a blessing. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
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Jesus, Remember Me 
Text: Luke 23:42, Taize Community     Music: REMEMBER ME, Jacques Berthier 

 

 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

TABLE BLESSING  
 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.   Amen.  
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray.  God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us 

with the bread of heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the 

body and blood of your Son, send us out to gather your good gifts for all who 

hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
 

The holy Trinity bless you ☩  
and grant you a faithful and courageous heart now and forever.  Amen. 
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Crown Him with Many Crowns 

Text:  Matthew Bridges; Godfrey Thring     Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey   
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DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

   

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33504.  Hymns reprinted by permission 

under One License #A-727079 and CCLI #11318988 

 

Altar Flowers are given to the 

Glory of God in honor of Dot Hammer’s 90th birthday. 

Given by Bob with love. 
 

 

Please remember in your prayers… 
 

Healing: Nancy Fricke (12/03), Mary Gotwald (12/02), Peggy Stout (11/28) 
 

Continuing Prayers: Joanne Caskey, Pat Dent, June Diehl, Mark Hammer, 

Charles Kampmeyer, Dalton Paul, Julie Paul, Joe Pine 
 

Military: Tawny & Brad Arnold 

 

ATTENDANCE November 16  63 in person        8 online 

 

PASTORAL CARE  Pastor Nicholson will be away the week of Thanksgiving.  

Rev. Matt Kayhart is covering emergency care 484-866-7684 on November 24 

and 25.  Pastor Alan Wilson will be available on November 26 to the 30th.  717-

658-2897.  Angela Zimmann will be preaching on November 30.   
 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS please turn in your Christmas flower orders by 

November 30. If you need a Poinsettia order form, there are extras on the table in 

the back of the church. 
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CHRISTMAS TEA  All women of First Lutheran are invited to the annual 

Women of the ELCA Christmas Tea on Thursday, December 11 at 12:30 p.m. in 

the church Parlor. Enjoy tea and cookies, sandwiches and snacks. There will be a 

“Pick a Number” gift exchange ($10 limit) and special entertainment. Join us for a 

fun time! 
 

WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS LUNCH  The Women’s Breakfast Fellowship will be 

having a CHRISTMAS LUNCH on December 17 at 12:00 p.m. at the Italian 

Village Restaurant located at 5267 Philadelphia Avenue in Chambersburg. Please 

RSVP to Janet Friend (717-360-1977) if you are able to attend. All ladies of the 

church are invited for lunch and fellowship with one another. 
  
DISCRETIONARY FUNDS  Thank you to everyone who donates money to the 

discretionary fund throughout the year.  Our fund is quite low at this time.  If you 

would be willing to give money to help people with their heat bill, rent, get gas for 

their vehicle, or to help them acquire a government ID please place your gift in the 

offering and label it “discretionary fund.”  Thank you. 
 

HATS, SCARVES, AND MITTENS We hang items on our fence that will help 

our neighbors stay warm. Volunteer to hang items on the fence on December 7, 

and January 17-19. Contact: Mary Beth Warne at 717-372-8282. 
 

LITTLE DAISY’S CLOSET collection box is located in Memorial Hall. All 

clean items are accepted! 
 

DISCOUNT CARDS  SpiriTrust Lutheran Auxiliary is selling discount cards. $5.  

Money raised will help The Inn. The card is active now through 9/1/26 and may be 

used for discounts at various area businesses. See Mary Beth Warne to purchase. 
 

CHRISTMAS PROJECT  First Lutheran is collecting items for the First 

Responders in the Borough. These would be welcome contributions: cheese and 

peanut butter crackers, granola/protein bars, gum, nuts/trail mix, mints, beef jerky, 

candy, donuts, chips, drink powder packets, sports drinks, microwave popcorn, 

large cans of coffee, k-cups, hand sanitizer, memo books, sticky notes, 

highlighters, black pens, and lip balm. Monetary donations labeled “Christmas 

Project” may be placed in the offering plate. Deadline:  Sunday, December 7. 
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SCAN (Student Clothing Assistance Network) Working with 

the social workers of the school district, SCAN volunteers fill 

emergency requests for clothing and school supplies. When a 

request is received, it is assigned to volunteers to acquire the 

necessary items, either through purchase or donation. When requests are received 

the need is urgent. The children involved are in crisis situations– domestic 

upheaval, homelessness, unexpected relocations. If you are interested in helping or 

have questions, please contact Tim or Mary: 717-264-4759, 717-491-0611, 

tim@gotwald.org, mary@gotwald.org    Thank you for considering. 

 

LONG RANGE PLANNING  Thank you to everyone who attended the time of 

conversation last week.  There are green sheets for reflection and to share ideas 

available on the table by the elevator on the first floor.  Please share your thoughts 

by returning these to Rose and Gerry Wilson by December 2.  Your ongoing 

prayers are needed and appreciated. 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

  

November 23                November 30              December 7 
 

Lector:           Gerry Wilson                Becky Hoover              Joyce Ray 
 

Communion Jim Brown                                                          Karen Sloan       

Assistants: Deb Fleegal                                                        Gerry Wilson 

  Karen Sloan                                                        Rose Wilson 
   

Greeters:       Peggy Stout                    Peggy Stout                  Nancy Hamilton        

                      Bev Rebok                     Bev Rebok                    Kathy Shoop 
 

Altar Guild:   Deb Fleegal                   Deb Fleegal                   Barb Evans 

                      Gary Fleegal                  Gary Fleegal               
 

Ushers: Gary Fleegal                  Gary Fleegal                 Nicki Johnson              

                      Gary Kennedy                Gary Kennedy              Denny Love 

                      Marianne Kennedy        Marianne Kennedy       Mark Nicholson 

                      Denny Love                   Denny Love                  Bob Wildeson 
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 43 West Washington Street 

Chambersburg Pa 17201 

www.felcc.org 

FELCCoffice@gmail.com 

717–264-2015 

Pastor  The Rev. Jane Nicholson 

Pastoral Assistant The Rev. Charles Kampmeyer 

Director of Church Music Freda J. Dorand, Deacon 

Parish Administrator Ashley Hessong 

Treasurer Sally Herritt 

Financial Secretary Carol McCoy 

Technical Lead                                                                        

Custodian 

Daniel Worcester 

Jennifer Flores 

  

Church Office Hours – Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission 
 

The mission of First Lutheran Church is to be the light of Jesus, 

burning brightly and vigorously in our community. 

 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Donuts and Coffee at 9:15 a.m.           

Sunday School for All Ages at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship at 10:45 a.m.  

also on Facebook at First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

and on our webpage at www.FELCC.org  

ALL are invited to hear and receive God's blessing in Jesus,  

and to worship with us.   
 

We welcome visitors this morning.  
Please pick up a visitor’s packet. They are located at the top of the steps.  

at the rear of the church or on the table at the elevator entrance. 

 

 


