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WELCOME

A warm welcome to visitors who join us today to worship our Risen Lord!
We invite you to pick up a Visitor’s Packet as you leave worship today.
Thank you for joining us this morning! We are blessed by your presence.

Children are always welcome at worship.
If desired, there is an unstaffed nursery available for parents and their children
on the second floor in the education wing. Take the first left down the hallway, and
the nursery is the first door on your right.

Large print bulletins and hearing assistance devices
for today’s worship are available.
Please feel free to ask an usher if interested.

THIS WEEK AT FIRST
May 17 — May 24

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45a.m.  Ascension Worship with Holy Communion

Monday 3:30 p.m. CVSM Meeting Room 2
7:00 p.m. Scouts

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Scouts

Wednesday 8:30 a.m. Ladies Breakfast at Texas Lunch
9:30 a.m. LWR Quilters

Thursday  6:15 p.m. Rose Ringers
7:15 p.m. Choir

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Pentecost Sunday with Holy Communion




GATHERING

WELCOME

PRELUDE

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Please stand as you are able.

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.  You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever. Amen.
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Text: Edward Perronet; Rippon, A Selection of Hymns

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!

Music: CORONATION, Oliver Holden
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in
your presence intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world,
and in the end bring everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our
Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11

Luke writes: * In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to
do and teach ? until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. ° After
his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of

God. * While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem but to
wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard
from me; ° for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now.”

®So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” ' He replied, “It is not for you to know the
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.  But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”



°When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took
him out of their sight. '° While he was going and they were gazing up toward
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. ** They said, “Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 47

L Clap your hands, all you peoples;
shout to God with a joyful sound.

>For the LORD Most High is to be feared:
a great king over all the earth,

*who subdues the peoples under us,
and the nations under our feet;

“who chooses our inheritance for us,
the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.

°God has gone up with a shout,

the LORD with the sound of the ram’s horn.
®Sing praises to God, sing praises;

sing praises to our king, sing praises.

"For God is king of all the earth;
sing praises with a song.

® God reigns over the nations;
God is enthroned on high.

°The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham.
The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is highly exalted.



SECOND READING Ephesians 1:15-23

>T have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints,
and for this reason ‘°I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in
my prayers, ‘' that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, *®so that, with the
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, ** and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to
the working of his great power. “° God put this power to work in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly

places, ** far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and above every
name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. ?* And he has
put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the
church,  which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Luke 24:44-53
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 24" chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

“4 Jesus said to the eleven and those with them, “These are my words that I spoke
to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”*> Then he opened their
minds to understand the scriptures, “° and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that
the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day *" and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. “® You are witnesses of these things. “° And see, I am
sending upon you what my Father promised, so stay here in the city until you have
been clothed with power from on high.”

U Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed
them. °* While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up
into heaven. °> And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great
joy, °*and they were continually in the temple blessing God.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON

Silence is kept to reflect upon God’s message to us.

PASTORAL PRAYER

Please stand as you are able.
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Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
Text: William C. Dix ~ Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard
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NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and say, “Peace be with you.”
The assembly is seated.
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MEAL

GATHERING OF GIFTS

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church,
including the care of those in need. Online giving is
available at felcc.org or by scanning this QR code.

ANTHEM
Please stand as you are able.
OFFERTORY
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will
hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.

DIALOG

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ;
who, enthroned forever at your right hand,

intercedes for us as our great high priest.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter

and all the witnesses of the resurrection,

with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me. Amen
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All Christians who believe that Jesus is truly present in the bread (body of Christ)
and in the wine (blood of Christ) are welcome at the Lord's Table.

To receive Holy Communion, please come down the center aisle, take a glass

(the prefilled glasses contain grape juice), and gather at the altar.
Non-communing children and adults may come forward for a blessing.
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LAMB OF GOD
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O Christ, Our Hope

Text: Latin hymn; tr. John Chandler Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman
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Please stand as you are able.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep us in his grace! Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us

and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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Crown Him With Many Crowns

Text: Matthew Bridges; Godfrey Thring

Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33504. Hymns reprinted by permission
under One License #A-727079 and CCLI #11318988

Altar Flowers are given in loving memory
of Jack Steven Schumacher by Dia Schumacher.

Please remember in your prayers ...

Healing: Ed Grove (5/27), Bob Hockensmith (5/21), Susan Lilly (6/6),
Alvino Long (6/12), Connie Wilkins (6/7)

Continuing Prayers: Madeline Artman, Joanne Caskey, June Diehl,
Harold Forrester, Charles Kampmeyer, Dalton Paul, Julie Paul

Military: Tawny & Brad Arnold, Hunter Boock

ATTENDANCE May 10 63inperson 12 online

PENTECOST NEXT SUNDAY Our
Summer Worship Schedule begins next
Sunday. It is also Pentecost Weekend — so
remember to wear red as we celebrate the
Holy Spirit. Worship will be at 9:30 in the
sanctuary.

THANK YOU to our Sunday School teachers, Mary Gotwald,
Tim Gotwald, and Nicki Johnson, for their work and dedication
throughout the year to share the gospel message with our
learners. Today is the final day of Sunday School until fall.
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DEACON DAVID HOPE TRINIGALI Ny
from Tree 4 Hope (f \
will be with us on Sunday, June 7 at our 9:30 worship. 3{ j
We hope you will be able to join us - ;3, ﬂq"‘ il
as he preaches the Gospel V4 |
and shares with us what is happening
at the Girl’s School in Guatemala. Trza 4 HODQ

LADIES BREAKFAST is on Wednesday, May 20 at 8:30 a.m. at Texas Lunch.
All ladies welcome!

SUMMER BIBLE STUDY Come and be a part of this small

group as we study the Holy Scriptures together. We will read B‘LINR E
stories in Matthew and discuss them, intertwining God’s word L2 4 d
e

and our daily life. Join us on Monday afternoons from June 1 RN ‘
- tt[gy

through June 29 at 1 p.m. in Meeting Room #1. If you are
only available to attend one or two sessions, that is fine. Join
us for those. Sign-up sheet is by the main office door. Led by Pastor Nicholson.

: BIRTHDAY BAGS for Little Daisy’s Closet are needed. The needs
l i are: large birthday bags, plates, napkins, candles, balloons, small gifts,
' snack items, cakes, icings, and cake pans. Thank you for your
" contributions to make up the bags!

UNDY SUNDAYS to support the Back to School Event begin in May. Please
donate underwear for elementary age children. Size small, medium
—"_..-"/ and large are needed for boys and girls. Boys underwear are briefs
@ (no extended legs) and girls are regular, no low cut. Also, camisoles
\ for girls are needed. Please put the items in the box outside the
main office. Donations by cash or check can also be made using the

envelopes provided or use your own. Please make checks out to First Lutheran
with “Back to School” in the memo line. Thank you!!!
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ST. SERAPHIM Soup Kitchen needs your help. Since they
provide soup, hotdogs, sandwiches, crackers, drinks and a sweet

bite for folks who need a meal on Thursdays and Saturdays, the
Orthodox Church is asking for donations of canned soups. No

tomato please. There is a bin in Memorial Hall for donations.

SCAN (Student Clothing Assistance Network) Working with the social workers
of the school district, SCAN volunteers fill emergency requests for clothing and
school supplies. When a request is received, it is assigned to volunteers to acquire
the necessary items, either through purchase or donation. When requests are
received the need is urgent. The children involved are in crisis situations—
domestic upheaval, homelessness, unexpected relocations. Please contact Tim or
Mary: 717-264-4759, 717-491-0611, tim@gotwald.org, mary@gotwald.org
Thank you for considering.

\F worsHIP {\
|| ASSISTANTS. i

ol
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May 17 May 24 May 31
Lector: Joyce Ray Jane Love Becky Hoover
Communion Donna Ross Mary Gotwald Mary Gotwald
Assistants:  Mike Ross Tim Gotwald Tim Gotwald
Jim Brown Jane Love Karen Sloan
Greeters: Joe Hunt Joe Hunt Joe Hunt
Marsha Hunt Marsha Hunt Marsha Hunt
Altar Guild: Barb Evans Barb Evans Barb Evans
Jim Brown Jim Brown Jim Brown
Bill McCoy Bill McCoy Bill McCoy
Carol McCoy Carol McCoy Carol McCoy
Rick Gates Rick Gates Rick Gates



