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WELCOME

A warm welcome to visitors who join us today to worship our Risen Lord!
We invite you to pick up a Visitor’s Packet as you leave worship today.
Thank you for joining us this morning! We are blessed by your presence.

Children are always welcome at worship.
If desired, there is an unstaffed nursery available for parents and their children
on the second floor in the education wing. Take the first left down the hallway, and
the nursery is the first door on your right.

Large print bulletins and hearing assistance devices
for today’s worship are available.
Please feel free to ask an usher if interested.

THIS WEEK AT FIRST
August 23 - 30

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Worship — Orchestra Sunday
Wednesday 9:30 a.m. LWR Quilters
Sunday 9:30 a.m. Worship




GATHERING

WELCOME
PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Please stand as you are able.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love. Amen.



Beautiful Savior
Text: Gesangbuch, Munster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss  Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune
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1 Beau - ti - ful Sav - ior, King of cre - a - tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair is the sun - shine, fair is the moon - light,
4 Beau -ti - ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na - tions,
. 2 - -
[ | I | [ T ]
i Y72 g - i 1 |
b | | 1 |
P 1 T i ?—'—’—F ]
I | F ~—1 | f—
[0 ™ . .
¥ [ J | T f T — T T ]
y s [ i i i — i I |
[ [4nY D Il || = Il |
\\3v = 1 g —# 7 43 i
) "’ N— hd O
Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - 1y TId love thee, tu - ly TId serve  thee,
Je - sus is fair - e, Je - sus s pur - er
Je - sus shines bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or, praise, ad - o - ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin  and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us

with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate

in us new hearts!




CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claim you; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a-bove;

Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:

o
we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray. O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise
you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body
of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.



WORD

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
FIRST READING

! Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
>Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah, who bore you,
for he was but one when | called him,
but I blessed him and made him many.
°For the LORD will comfort Zion:;
he will comfort all her waste places
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.

* Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation,
for a teaching will go out from me
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
°T will bring near my deliverance swiftly;
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope.
® Lift up your eyes to the heavens
and look at the earth beneath,
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats,
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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Isaiah 51:1-6



PSALM Psalm 138

LT will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will sing your praise.

21 will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,
because of your steadfast love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.

*When I called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.

* All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.

° They will sing of the ways of the LORD,
that great is the glory of the LORD.

®The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty from afar.

"Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
your right hand shall save me.

®You will make good your purpose for me;
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever;
do not abandon the works of your hands.



SECOND READING Romans 12:1-8

T appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable act of worship. Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed
by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—
what is good and acceptable and perfect.

®For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment,
each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. “ For as in one body
we have many members and not all the members have the same function, °so we,
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of
another. ® We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in
proportion to faith; ' ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; ° the
encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

1 Lord, speak to us, tha( may speak  in
2 Oh, lead us, Lord, that we may lead the
3 Oh, teach wus, Lord, that we may teach the
4 Oh, fill us with your full - ness, Lord, un -
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liv - ing ech - oes of your tone; as you have sought, so
wan-d'ring and the wa - v'ring feet; oh, feed wus, Lord, that
pre - cious truths which you im - part; and wing our words, that
tii our ver - y hearts o'er - flow in kin - dling thought and

s
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let us seek your  stray - ing chil - dren, lost and lone.
we may feed your hun-g'ring ones with man - na sweet.
they may reach the hid - den depths of man - y.a heart.
glow - ing word, your love to tell, your praise to show.
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GOSPEL Matthew 16:13-20

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 16" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'3 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”” ** And they said, “Some
say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” *° He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”

9 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” *” And
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood
has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. *® And I tell you, you are
Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not
prevail against it. *°I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven.” ? Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell
anyone that he was the Messiah.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON

Following the sermon, silence is kept to reflect upon God’s message.

PASTORAL PRAYER

Following the prayer, please stand as you are able.
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The Church is One Foundation
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1 The church’s  one foun - da - ton is  Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2 E - lect from ev-'ry na - tion, yet one o'er all the earth,
3 Though with a scom-ful won - der this world sees her op - pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - uw - la - ton and - mult of her war,
i Yet she on carth has  u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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she is

her  char - ter
by  schisms. . rent
she  wats the con - sum - ma - tion
and  mys - tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest
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a - ton by wa - ter and the word,
va - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:

sund - er,

by her - ¢ - sies dis-tressed,
of  peace for - ev - er - more;
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From heav'n he came and sought her
one  ho - name she bless - es,

yet  saints their watch are
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keep - ing: their cry goes up: “How
long - ng cyes are
cho - rus! Lord, save us by your

vi - sion  glo - rious her
Oh, bless - ed heav'n-ly

to  be hs ho - ly
- takes one ho - ly
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food,
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with  his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died,
and  to one hope she press < es  with ev-'ry gmce en - dued
and  soon the night  of weep - ing shall be the mom of  song,
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at  rest
that  we, be - fore  us, may see you face to face,
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PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly is seated.

OUR RESPONSE

GATHERING OF GIFTS

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church,
including the care of those in need. Online giving is
available at felcc.org or by scanning this QR code.

SPECIAL MUSIC

Please stand as you are able.
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OFFERTORY
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OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation
can see your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

May Almighty God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever more.
Amen.
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Lead On, O King Eternal!

Text: Ernest W. Shurtleleff Music: LANCASHIRE, Henry T. Smart
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1 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal! The day of marchhas come;

2 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal, till sin’s fierce war shall cease,

3 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal: we fol - low, not with fears,
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hence-forth in fields of con - quest your tents will be our home.
and ho - li - ness shall whis - per the sweet a - men of peace;
for  glad-ness breaks like morn - ing wher - e’er your face ap - pears.
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Through days of prep - a - ra - tion your grace has made us strong;
for not with swords loud clash - ing, nor roll of stir-ring drums,
Your  cross is  lift - ed Oer us; we jour-ney in its light;
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and now, O King e - ter - nal, we lift our bat - tle song.
but deeds of love and mer - cy the heav’n-ly king-dom comes.
the crown a- waits the con - quest;lead on, O God of might!
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DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33504. Hymns reprinted by permission
under One License #A-727079 and CCLI #11318988

Please remember in your prayers ... Loomanber S

Healing: Bill Nienstedt (8/30), Kristy Nienstedt (8/30), (%"Drwfcr« "
Albert Sloan (9/16)

Grieving: Family of Susan Lily

Continuing Prayers: Joanne Caskey, June Diehl, Harold Forrester, Marcia
Hunt, Charles Kampmeyer, Don Mayer, Dalton Paul, Julie Paul

Military: Tawny & Brad Arnold, Hunter Boock, Derek Haugh
ATTENDANCE August 16 61 in person 22 online

PASTORAL CARE Pastor Nicholson will be out of the office from August 24
through August 31. Pastor Angela Zimmann will be leading worship on August

30. If you are in need of pastoral care during this time, you may contact Pastor
Denise or Martin Horn at 717-496-5372.

BIBLE STUDY Written in the first century, The Book of Romans describes the
good news of God’s powerful salvation for all humanity, for all creation, for all
time. Through Christ, God is reclaiming the world from the power of sin. He is
justifying and saving us from sin and death. Paul’s letter to the Romans declares
that, in the end, absolutely nothing can separate us from God’s love! Bible Study
on the Book of Romans is at 1:00 p.m. each Monday from September 14 through
October 12. Sign-up sheet is on the board by the main office. You are welcome to
attend as few or as many sessions as you are able. If you miss one or two, the next
session will still make sense. Facilitator: Pastor Nicholson.

BIBLE PRESENTATION Bibles will be presented to our third graders during
worship on September 13. If you have a third grader who would like to receive a
Bible, please contact the church office.

18



GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS Our WELCA members put
together Personal Care Kits to send to LWR each year. With
the help of an Action Team Grant from Thrivent our goal this
year is to put 100 health kits together. A health kit consists of a
bath towel, sturdy comb, nail clipper, two bars of soap and an
adult toothbrush. We are asking members of First to contribute
4 oz. bars of soap and toothbrushes. On Sunday, September 13 our youth and
church members will assemble these health kits in the Fellowship Hall at 9:30 a.m.
We are hoping everyone can help with this project.

SCAN (Student Clothing Assistance Network) Working with the social workers
of the school district, SCAN volunteers fill emergency requests for clothing and
school supplies. When a request is received, it is assigned to volunteers to acquire
the necessary items, either through purchase or donation. When requests are
received the need is urgent. The children involved are in crisis situations—
domestic upheaval, homelessness, unexpected relocations. Please contact Tim or
Mary: 717-264-4759, 717-491-0611, tim@gotwald.org, mary@gotwald.org
Thank you for considering.

MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT
September 25-27

Come and join the ALIVE retreat in which our
MAIM 2026

youth from across the synod gather at Nawakwa for
g RHYTHM an incredible weekend. We are hoping to bring a
pn e smeamec group from First Lutheran. Please indicate your
interest to Pastor Nicholson by Tuesday, September
o 1if possible. Registration forms and non-refundable
t':lf & $50 deposit are due to church by Tuesday,
September 8. The church budget and the youth
savings account will cover the rest of the cost of the
retreat for each youth. We are also in need of
someone to attend as an adult chaperone. You will
need to have clearances to serve in this volunteer
position. The cost for our chaperone will be covered
by the church.

Jokn us Sept. 25th-27th
for a beautiful fall
weekend at Camp
Nawakwa for ALIVE,
the annual LSS Jr, High 185
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STAINED GLASS GIVING Work is completed on the stained glass windows.
Gifts to help cover the cost are still appreciated. Thank you to those who have
given generously.

GRIEF SHARE is a weekly grief support group meeting each Monday from
August 31-November 30 from 6-8 p.m. at Christian Life Church located at 1400
Warm Spring Rd. Chambersburg. On September 12 from 10 a.m. — noon, a “Loss
of a Spouse” seminar will be held. On November 14 from 10am — noon, a
“Surviving the Holidays” seminar will be offered. Classes are free of charge.
Register: https://christianlifechambersburg.churchcenter.com/registrations/events
Contact Lisa Fidler at 717-404-3599 with questions or for more information.

WORSHIP and SUNDAY SCHOOL On September 13, worship will begin at
10:45 and Sunday School at 9:30. Adult class in the Parlor will begin on
September 20

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
August 23 August 30 September 6

Lector: Gerry Wilson Becky Hoover Jane Love

Communion Jim Brown

Assistants: Deb Fleegal
Becky Hoover

Greeters:  Becky Hoover Becky Hoover Bob Hammer
Dot Hammer

Altar Guild: Barb Evans Barb Evans Barb Evans

Ushers: Volunteers Volunteers Jim Brown
Rose Wilson
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