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WELCOME 

 
A warm welcome to visitors who join us today to worship our Risen Lord! 

We invite you to pick up a Visitor’s Packet as you leave worship today.  

Thank you for joining us this morning! We are blessed by your presence.  
 

Children are always welcome at worship.  

If desired, there is an unstaffed nursery available for parents and their children  

on the second floor in the education wing. Take the first left down the hallway, and 

the nursery is the first door on your right. 
 

Large print bulletins and hearing assistance devices 

for today’s worship are available.  

Please feel free to ask an usher if interested. 
 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST 

April 26 – May 3  

 

Sunday   9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

10:45 a.m. Worship 
 

Monday 7:00 p.m. Scouts 
 

Tuesday  6:30 p.m.       Scouts 
 

Wednesday  9:30 a.m. LWR Quilters 
 

Thursday 6:15 p.m. Rose Ringers 

 7:15 p.m. Choir 
 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

  10:45 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 
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GATHERING 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE                          
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 

Amen. 
 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 

You lead us beside still waters. 

We thank you for the waters of creation: 

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 

who accompanies us on our journeys. 

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 

Break down barriers that divide us. 

Fill us with the breath of peace. 

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 

and for making us a new creation. 

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,  

now and forever.  Amen. 
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Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us 
Text: Dorothy A. Thrupp    Music: BRADBURY,William B. Bradbury 
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GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.  O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us 

to safety through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may 

walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING                       Acts 2:42-47 
 

42 The baptized devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 
 

43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done 

through the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in 

common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 

proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together 

in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous 

hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day 

the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 



7 

 

PSALM                                              Psalm 23 
 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; 

 I shall not be in want. 
 
2 The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 
 

3 You restore my soul, O LORD, 

 and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 

5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

 you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 

SECOND READING                1 Peter 2:19-25 
 

19 It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while 

suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what 

credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a 

commendable thing before God. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ 

also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his 

steps. 

 22 “He committed no sin, 

  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not 

threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore 

our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for 

righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were going astray 

like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 

Word of God, word of life.   

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 

GOSPEL                                                                               John 10:1-10 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 10th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said: 1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by 

the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters 

by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, 

and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 

out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep 

follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but 

they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus 

used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was 

saying to them. 

     7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 

sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not 

listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come 

in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and 

destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.   
 

Please be seated. 
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SERMON               
Silence is kept to reflect upon God’s message to us. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER                                      
Please stand as you are able. 
 

Have No Fear, Little Flock 
Text: Luke 12:32, Marjorie Jillson        Music: LITTLE FLOCK, Heinz Werner Zimmermann 

 

 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 
 

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and say, “Peace be with you.” 
 

The assembly is seated. 



10 

 

OUR RESPONSE 
GATHERING OF GIFTS 
 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church,  

including the care of those in need.  Online giving is  

available at felcc.org or by scanning this QR code. 
 

ANTHEM                
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

OFFERTORY 

   
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.  Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you 

glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will 

hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that 

goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name 

of Jesus, Amen. 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

     the Father, the Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth, 

     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

     the only Son of God, 

     eternally begotten of the Father, 

     God from God, Light from Light, 

     true God from true God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     of one Being with the Father; 

     through him all things were made. 

     For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

     who has spoken through the prophets. 

     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Merciful God, receive our prayer.      
 

The assembly is seated. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

     and the power, and the glory, 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
  

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine 
Text: Elisha A. Hoffman      Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter 
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DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!    

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33504.  Hymns reprinted by permission 

under One License #A-727079 and CCLI #11318988 
 

Please remember in your prayers … 
 

Healing: Nancy Fricke (5/2), Bob Hockensmith (5/21), Kimberly Long (5/8), 

Connie Wilkins (5/13) 
 

Continuing Prayers: Madeline Artman, Joanne Caskey, June Diehl,                                 

Harold Forrester, Charles Kampmeyer, Dalton Paul, Julie Paul 
 

Military: Tawny & Brad Arnold, Hunter Boock 
 

ATTENDANCE April 19         61 in person         25 online             
 

PENTECOST FLOWERS  We will be decorating the worship 

space with red geraniums to celebrate Pentecost. We hope to fill the 

chancel with geraniums. Geraniums are $7.00 each. Order forms are 

on the table outside the sanctuary by the elevator entrance. Order 

forms are due by Sunday, May 10.  

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHOIR 2ND EDITION  Join us for a dynamic and 

energetic concert on Saturday, May 2 at 4:00 p.m. at Memorial Lutheran Church 

located at 34 E. Orange Street, Shippensburg. Free will offering and a reception to 

follow. Visit memluth.org for more information or call 717-532-4614. 
 

SUMMER BIBLE STUDY  Come and be a part of this small 

group as we study  the Holy Scriptures together. We will read 

stories in Matthew and discuss them, intertwining God’s word 

and our daily life. Join us on Monday afternoons from June 1 

through June 29 at 1 p.m. in Meeting Room #1.  If you are 

only available to attend one or two sessions, that is fine. Join 

us for those. Sign-up sheet is by the main office door. Led by Pastor Nicholson. 
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CINCO DE MAYO BAKED POTATO BAR  at Trinity 

Lutheran Church located at 1186 Jason Drive, Greencastle on 

Saturday, May 2 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. Cost- donation. Come and 

have some fun!  
 

ST. SERAPHIM Soup Kitchen needs your help. Since they 

provide soup, hotdogs, sandwiches, crackers, drinks and a sweet 

bite for folks who need a meal on Thursdays and Saturdays, the 

Orthodox Church is asking for donations of canned soups. No 

tomato please. There is a bin in Memorial Hall for donations. 

 

BIRTHDAY BAGS  for Little Daisy’s Closet are needed. The needs 

are: large birthday bags, plates, napkins, candles, balloons, small gifts, 

snack items, cakes, icings, and cake pans. Thank you for your 

contributions to make up the bags! 
 

SCAN (Student Clothing Assistance Network) Working with the social workers 

of the school district, SCAN volunteers fill emergency requests for clothing and 

school supplies. When a request is received, it is assigned to volunteers to acquire 

the necessary items, either through purchase or donation. When requests are 

received the need is urgent. The children involved are in crisis situations– 

domestic upheaval, homelessness, unexpected relocations. Please contact Tim or 

Mary: 717-264-4759, 717-491-0611, tim@gotwald.org, mary@gotwald.org    

Thank you for considering. 
 

 “SOCK IT TO ME” SUNDAYS  have begun in preparation for 

the August 8, 2026 Back to School Event. NTT is collecting low cut 

socks for elementary boys and girls from Kindergarten through 

5th grade. Our goal is to have 5 pair of socks for each child who 

attends the event. You may place socks in the collection sites in the 

back of the sanctuary, at the elevator entrance to the sanctuary, or in the NTT box 

in Memorial Hall. Cash and check donations are also accepted. You may use the 

envelopes that are available in Memorial Hall or use your own. Please make 

checks payable to First Lutheran with socks in the memo line. 
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April 26                          May 3                          May 10 
 

Lector:           Gerry Wilson                  Ralph Burdick             Sally Herritt 
 

Communion             Donna Ross                 

Assistants:               Mike Ross 

                                                              Karen Sloan                               

 

Greeters:       Bob Wildeson                  Joe Hunt                      Joe Hunt            

                      Nancy Wildeson              Marsha Hunt               Marsha Hunt 
 

Altar Guild:   Barb Evans                      Barb Evans                  Barb Evans                
 

Ushers: Gary Fleegal                    Jim Brown                   Jim Brown   

                      Gary Kennedy                  Bill McCoy                 Bill McCoy 

                      Marianne Kennedy          Carol McCoy              Carol McCoy   

                      Mark Nicholson               Rick Gates                  Rick Gates 

 

  

 


