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WELCOME 

 
A warm welcome to visitors who join us today to worship our Risen Lord! 

We invite you to pick up a Visitor’s Packet as you leave worship today.  

Thank you for joining us this morning! We are blessed by your presence.  
 

Children are always welcome at worship.  

If desired, there is an unstaffed nursery available for parents and their children  

on the second floor in the education wing. Take the first left down the hallway, and 

the nursery is the first door on your right. 
 

Large print bulletins and hearing assistance devices 

for today’s worship are available.  

Please feel free to ask an usher if interested. 
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GATHERING 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE                          
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 

Amen. 
 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 

You lead us beside still waters. 

We thank you for the waters of creation: 

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 

who accompanies us on our journeys. 

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 

Break down barriers that divide us. 

Fill us with the breath of peace. 

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 

and for making us a new creation. 

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,  

now and forever.  Amen. 
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Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 
Text: John of Damascus, tr. John Mason Neale    Music: GAUDEAMUS PARITER, Johann Horn 

 
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you.    

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.   

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of 

those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive 

the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
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WORD 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING                 Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
 

14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the 

crowd: 22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man 

attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did 

through him among you, as you yourselves know 23 this man, handed over to you 

according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed 

by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But God raised him up, having released 

him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its 

power. 25 For David says concerning him, 

 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 

 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

  moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 

 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades 

  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 

 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; 

  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
 

  29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he 

both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a 

prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of 

his descendants on his throne.  
 

31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 

 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 

  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 
 

Word of God, word of life.   

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                                              Psalm 16 
 

1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 

 I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
 

2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 

 upon those who are noble among the people. 
 
3 But those who run after other gods 

 shall have their troubles multiplied. 
 

4 I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 

 never take their names upon my lips. 
 

5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; 

 it is you who uphold my lot. 
 

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 

 indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
 

7 I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 

 my heart teaches me night after night. 
 

8 I have set the LORD always before me; 

 because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 
 
9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 

  my body also shall rest in hope. 
 

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, 

  nor let your holy one see the pit. 
 

11 You will show me the path of life; 

   in your presence there is fullness of joy,  

      and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
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SECOND READING                1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he 

has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are being protected by the power of God 

through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you 

rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that 

the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though 

perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor 

when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you love him, 

and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an 

indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, 

the salvation of your souls. 
 

Word of God, word of life.   

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
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GOSPEL                                                                               John 20:19-31 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were 

locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his 

hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus 

said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 

you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 

Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 

the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 

  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 

he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger 

in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
 

  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 

them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 

hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 

believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, 

“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 

  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not 

written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe 

that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 

have life in his name. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.   
 

Please be seated. 
 

SERMON               Silence is kept to reflect upon God’s message to us. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER                                     Please stand as you are able. 
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We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight 
Text: Henry Alford        Music: DUNLAP’S CREEK, Samuel McFarland 

 
 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 
 

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and say, “Peace be with you.” 
 

The assembly is seated. 
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OUR RESPONSE 
GATHERING OF GIFTS 
  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church,  

including the care of those in need.  Online giving is  

available at felcc.org or by scanning this QR code. 
 

ANTHEM                
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

OFFERTORY 

   
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.  Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you 

have first given us-ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your 

gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

     the Father, the Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth, 

     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

     the only Son of God, 

     eternally begotten of the Father, 

     God from God, Light from Light, 

     true God from true God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     of one Being with the Father; 

     through him all things were made. 

     For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

     who has spoken through the prophets. 

     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Merciful God, receive our prayer.      
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

     and the power, and the glory, 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
  

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Hallelujah! Jesus Lives! 
Text: Carl B. Garve, tr. Jane L. Borthwick      Music: FRED TIL BOD, Ludvig M. Lindeman 
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DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!    

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

 

POSTLUDE 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33504.  Hymns reprinted by permission 

under One License #A-727079 and CCLI #11318988 

 

Altar flowers are given to the Glory of God                                           

in loving memory of Robert and Jane Palmer                                      

by Lori Palmer. 

 

Please remember in your prayers … 
 

Healing: Cathy Beam (4/25), Nancy Fricke (5/2), Kimberly Long (5/8) 
 

Continuing Prayers: Madeline Artman, Joanne Caskey, June Diehl,                                 

Harold Forrester, Charles Kampmeyer, Dalton Paul, Julie Paul 
 

Military: Tawny & Brad Arnold, Hunter Boock 

 

ATTENDANCE Maundy Thursday        31 in person         7 online             

Good Friday                 32 in person         16 online 

Easter Sunday     80 in person 26 online 

 

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE SERVICE  takes place on April 12 at 2 p.m. 

at Congregation Sons of Israel located at 209 E. King St. Chambersburg. 
 

LADIES BREAKFAST  will take place on Wednesday, April 15 at 8:30 a.m. at 

Hickory Ridge Restaurant. ALL LADIES WELCOME!  
 

DAFFODIL SHOW  come and enjoy the show in our Fellowship Hall next 

weekend, April 18 and 19.  Flower viewing will be on Saturday from 1:30 

to 5:00 and Sunday from 12:00 to 4:00. 
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 “SOCK IT TO ME” SUNDAYS  have begun in preparation for 

the August 8, 2026 Back to School Event. NTT is collecting low cut 

socks for elementary boys and girls from Kindergarten through 

5th grade. Our goal is to have 5 pair of socks for each child who 

attends the event. You may place socks in the collection sites in the 

back of the sanctuary, at the elevator entrance to the sanctuary, or in the NTT box 

in Memorial Hall. Cash and check donations are also accepted. You may use the 

envelopes that are available in Memorial Hall or use your own. Please make 

checks payable to First Lutheran with socks in the memo line. 
 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY VOTING MEMBERS NEEDED 
We are looking for two persons to attend synod assembly in York, PA on June 5 

and 6.  There is a Conference meeting on April 19 at 2 pm in Greencastle.  If you 

have an interest in serving in this capacity, please speak with Pastor Nicholson. 
 

ST. SERAPHIM Soup Kitchen needs your help. Since they 

provide soup, hotdogs, sandwiches, crackers, drinks and a sweet 

bite for folks who need a meal on Thursdays and Saturdays, the 

Orthodox Church is asking for donations of canned soups. No 

tomato please. There is a bin in Memorial Hall for donations. 
 

BIRTHDAY BAGS  for Little Daisy’s Closet are needed. The needs 

are: large birthday bags, plates, napkins, candles, balloons, small gifts, 

snack items, cakes, icings, and cake pans. Thank you for your 

contributions to make up the bags! 
 

SCAN (Student Clothing Assistance Network) Working with the social workers 

of the school district, SCAN volunteers fill emergency requests for clothing and 

school supplies. When a request is received, it is assigned to volunteers to acquire 

the necessary items, either through purchase or donation. When requests are 

received the need is urgent. The children involved are in crisis situations– 

domestic upheaval, homelessness, unexpected relocations. Please contact Tim or 

Mary: 717-264-4759, 717-491-0611, tim@gotwald.org, mary@gotwald.org    

Thank you for considering. 
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AMERICA 250PA PARADE will be on Saturday, 

April 18 at 1:00 p.m.  Zion Reformed, Falling 

Spring Presbyterian, and First Lutheran are all Rose 

Rent Congregations and are working together to 

have an exhibit in the parade.  If you would like to 

participate in creating a float, or being in the 

parade, please speak with Pastor Nicholson. 
 

 
 
 

April 12                          April 19                      April 26 
 

Lector:           Dia Schumacher            Gary Fleegal                Gerry Wilson         
 

Communion            Jim Brown                   

Assistants:              Gerry Wilson                    

                             Rose Wilson                  

 

Greeters:       Bob Wildeson                 Bob Wildeson            Bob Wildeson                 

                      Nancy Wildeson             Nancy Wildeson          Nancy Wildeson 
 

Altar Guild:   Barb Evans                     Barb Evans                   Barb Evans               
 

Ushers: Gary Fleegal                   Gary Fleegal                Gary Fleegal    

                      Gary Kennedy                Gary Kennedy              Gary Kennedy 

                      Marianne Kennedy         Marianne Kennedy       Marianne Kennedy 

                      Mark Nicholson              Mark Nicholson           Mark Nicholson  
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THIS WEEK AT FIRST 

April 12 – April 19  

 

Sunday   9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

10:45 a.m. Worship 
 

Monday 7:00 p.m. Council Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Scouts 
 

Tuesday  6:30 p.m.         Scouts 
 

Wednesday 8:30 a.m. Ladies Breakfast at Hickory Ridge  

9:30 a.m. LWR Quilters 

                        FNF DEADLINE 
 

Thursday 6:15 p.m. Rose Ringers 

 7:15 p.m. Choir 
 

Saturday 1:00 p.m. Franklin County America 250PA Parade 

  1:30 p.m. Daffodil Show 
 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

  10:45 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 

  12:00 p.m. Daffodil Show 

 

 



20 

 

  
43 West Washington Street 

Chambersburg Pa 17201 
 

www.felcc.org 

FELCCoffice@gmail.com 

717–264-2015 
 

Pastor  The Rev. Jane Nicholson 

Pastoral Assistant The Rev. Charles Kampmeyer 

Director of Church Music Freda J. Dorand, Deacon 

Parish Administrator Ashley Hessong 

 Treasurer Sally Herritt 

Financial Secretary Carol McCoy 

Technical Lead                                                                        

Custodian 

Daniel Worcester 

Jennifer Flores 
  

Church Office Hours – Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission 
 

The mission of First Lutheran Church is to be the light of Jesus, 

burning brightly and vigorously in our community. 

 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Donuts and Coffee at 9:15 a.m. 

Sunday School for All Ages at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship at 10:45 a.m. 

also on Facebook at First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

and on our webpage at www.FELCC.org 

ALL are invited to hear and receive God's blessing in Jesus, 

and to worship with us. 

 

We welcome visitors this morning.  

Please pick up a visitor’s packet. They are located at the top of the steps.  

at the rear of the church or on the table at the elevator entrance. 

 

 


