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WELCOME VISITORS

A warm welcome to visitors who join us today to worship our Risen Lord!
We invite you to pick up a Visitor’s Packet as you leave worship today.
Thank you for joining us this morning! We are blessed by your presence.

Children are always welcome at worship.

If desired, there is an unstaffed nursery available for parents and their children
on the second floor in the education wing. Take the first left down the hallway, and

the nursery is the first door on your right.

Large print bulletins and hearing assistance devices
for today’s worship are available.
Please feel free to ask an usher if interested.

Sunday 9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

Monday 1:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Tuesday 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday 8:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Sunday 9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

THIS WEEK AT FIRST
September 13 - 20

God’s Work. Our Hands in NTT Room
Worship with lunch to follow

Bible Study
Council Meeting
Scouts

Scouts
FNF Deadline

Ladies Breakfast at Cracker Barrel
Quilting
Sunday School

Worship with Communion
and & Bible Presentation




GATHERING

WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP

Please stand as you are able.

We are called to proclaim the good news:
God is at work!

This good news is not left in some history long ago or a place far away:
God is at work in the world still today!

In us and through us,
God is glorified in our work.

When we offer a helping hand,
God is praised.

When we share of our abundance,
God is known in the world and God is at work in us!

In our daily lives, let us live out and fulfill our baptismal calling.
God’s Work. Our Hands.

God +F bless your hands, your gifts, and your work,
that through you, God’s love may be known. Amen.

Come, let us worship the Lord with thanksgiving in our hearts!



God’s Work, Our Hands

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson

0o . . i i
)" A l; | n | | I I
& 1 | | }
J o | = 2 P
1 God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - er
2 God’s work, our feet: trav-’'ling to - geth - eer,
3 God’s work, our voice sing - ing to - geth - er
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
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build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low - ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim - ing to all  who will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on  the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing  for free - dom,
pray - ing  for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,
Washed and set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt-'ring  the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s  love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your  way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your call,
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shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al- might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.



[ 8]

e e o e s o e e
——— oyt

For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,

e T
& b—1—+ | | %P [ — i_‘_t%
you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you,
that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING Genesis 50:15-21

' Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to
him?” ' So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction
before he died, '’ ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and
the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. ** Then
his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your
slaves.” ' But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God?
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Y Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order
to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. ** So have no fear; I myself
will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking
kindly to them.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM Psalm 103:1-13

! Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
’Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits

*who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases;
“who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;

°who satisfies your desires with good things

so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
®O LORD, you provide vindication

and justice for all who are oppressed.

"You made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.

® LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;

°you will not always accuse us,
nor will you keep your anger forever.

YYou have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities.

"1 For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
12 As far as the east is from the west,
so far have you removed our transgressions from us.

'3 As a father has compassion for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.
7



SECOND READING Romans 14:1-12

! Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions.  Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only

vegetables. ° Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who
abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed

them. * Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own
lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make
them stand.

°Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to
be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. ° Those who observe the
day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give
thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to
God.

"For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. ° If we live,
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. ° For to this end Christ died and lived again, so
that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

“Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of
God. ** For it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
2 S0 then, each one of us will be held accountable.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35
The Gospel according to Matthew, the 18" chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

?L Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” “* Jesus said to him, “Not seven
times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven times.

?3“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. ** When he began the reckoning, one
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, ?° and, as he could not
pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his
possessions and payment to be made. “° So the slave fell on his knees before him,
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” " And out of pity
for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. ? But that
same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a
hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’

9 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me,
and I will pay you.” *’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until
he would pay the debt. ** When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken
place. ** Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. * Should you not have had
mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ ** And in anger his lord
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt.

> So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive
your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated

SERMON
Silence follows the sermon for reflection.

PASTORAL PRAYER
Please stand as you are able.



Where Charity and Love Prevail

Text: Latin hymn, 9 cent, Omer Westendorf Music: TWENTY-FOURTH, ATTR. Lucius Chapin
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1 Where char-i - ty and love pre-vail, there God is ev -er found;
2 With grate-ful joy and ho - ly fear, God’s char - i - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ, God’s ho - ly  Son;
4 Let strife a-mong us be un-known; let all con - ten-tions cease.
5 Let us for-give each  oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,
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brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
let us with heart and mind and soul now love God in re - turn.
as mem-bers of each bod -y joined, in him we are made one.
Be God’s the glo - ry that we seek; be his our on - ly peace.
that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen-tle - ness.
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PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OUR RESPONSE

GATHERING OF GIFTS

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the
care of those in need. Online giving is available at felcc.org or by
scanning this QR code

ANTHEM
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OFFERTORY
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1 God, whose giv -ing knows no end - ing, from your
2 Skills and time are ours

3 Trea - sure, too, you have

rich  and end - less store:
for press-ing toward the goals of Christ, your Son:

en-trust-ed, gain through pow’rs your grace con-ferred;
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na-ture’s won-der, Je - sus’ wis-dom, cost-ly cross, grave’s shat - tered door,
all

at peace in health and free-dom, rac - es joined, the church made one.
ours to use for home and kin-dred,and to spread the
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gift-ed by you, we turn to you, of-fring up  our - selves in praise;
Now di -rect our dai -ly la-bor lest we strive for self a - lone;
O - pen wide our hands in shar-ing, as we heed Christ’s age-less call,
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thank-ful song shall rise for - ev - er, gra-cious do - nor

of our days.
born with tal - ents, make us ser - vants fit to an-swer at your throne.

heal - ing, teach-ing, and re - claim-ing, serv-ing you by lov-ing all.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.

All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our
neighbors, today and always. Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

The assembly is seated.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace + bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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All Creatures, Worship God Most High!

Text: Francis of Assisi  Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesange, Koln
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I All crea-tures, wor-ship God most high! Sound ev - ’ry voice in earth and
2 Sing, broth - er wind; with clouds and rain  you grow the gifts of fruit and

3 Sing, broth -er fire, so mirth-ful, strong; drive far the shad-ows, join the
4 All who for love of God for-give, all who in pain or sor-row
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sky: Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Sing, broth-er sun, in splen-dor
grain:  Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Dear sis - ter wa-ter, use - ful,
throng: Al-le - Tu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Dear moth - er earth, so rich in
grieve: Al-le - Tu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Christ bears your bur-dens and your
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bright; sing, sis - ter moon and stars of night

clear, make mu - sic for your Lord to hear: .

Al-le - lu - 1a, al-le -

care, praise God in col - ors bright and rare:
fears; still make your song a - mid the tears:
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lu-1a, al-le - lu -1a, al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1a!

5 O sisters, brothers, take your part,
and worship God with humble heart:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

All creatures, bless the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One:
Alleluia.

DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.

POSTLU DE From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33504. Hymns reprinted by permission under One License

#A-727079 and CCLI #11318988
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Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God
in loving tribute to our 61% Wedding Anniversary
by Dalton and Julie Paul.

Please remember in your prayers ... LPowenle \\Q\
Healing: Tony Gladfelter (9/26), Kristy Nienstedt (10/1), \QWTDYQW%
Albert Sloan (9/16)

Continuing Prayers: Joanne Caskey, June Diehl, Harold Forrester,
Marcia Hunt, Charles Kampmeyer, Don Mayer, Dalton Paul, Julie Paul

Military: Tawny & Brad Arnold, Hunter Boock, Derek Haugh
ATTENDANCE September 6 44 in person 30 online

Welcome!

This morning we welcome Ben Schellhase as our
guest organist. Thank you for sharing your
musical talents with us as you lead us in giving
praise to God Almighty.

LADIES BREAKFAST is this Wednesday, September 16 at 8:30 a.m. at
Cracker Barrel in Chambersburg. All ladies welcome!

HARRISBURG SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA BRASS QUINTET Fine Arts at
First presents a Benefit Concert for The Central PA Food Bank at First
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Carlisle on Sunday, September 20 at 3 p.m. Free
admission. Donations accepted for The Central PA Food Bank. Reception to
follow. For questions, call 717-249-3310.

GRIEF SHARE at Christian Life Church located at 1400 Warm Spring Rd.
Chambersburg is hosting a “Surviving the Holidays” seminar will be offered On
November 14 from 10 to noon. There is no cost. Register:
https://christianlifechambersburg.churchcenter.com/registrations/events
Contact Lisa Fidler at 717-404-3599 with questions.
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https://christianlifechambersburg.churchcenter.com/registrations/events

BIBLE STUDY Written in the first century, The Book of Romans describes the
good news of God’s powerful salvation for all humanity, for all creation, for all
time. Through Christ, God is reclaiming the world from the power of sin. He is
justifying and saving us from sin and death. Paul’s letter to the Romans declares
that, in the end, absolutely nothing can separate us from God’s love! Bible Study
on the Book of Romans is at 1:00 p.m. each Monday from September 14 through
October 12. Sign-up sheet is on the board by the main office. You are welcome to
attend as few or as many sessions as you are able. If you miss one or two, the next
session will still make sense. Facilitator: Pastor Nicholson.

SCAN (Student Clothing Assistance Network) Working with the social workers
of the school district, SCAN volunteers fill emergency requests for clothing and
school supplies. When a request is received, it is assigned to volunteers to acquire
the necessary items, either through purchase or donation. When requests are
received the need is urgent. The children involved are in crisis situations—
domestic upheaval, homelessness, unexpected relocations. Please contact Tim or
Mary: 717-264-4759, 717-491-0611, tim@gotwald.org, mary@gotwald.org
Thank you for considering.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
September 13 September 20 September 27
Lector: Gary Fleegal Sally Herritt Becky Hoover
Communion Jim Brown
Assistants: Rose Wilson
Greeters: Bob Hammer Bob Hammer Bob Hammer
Dot Hammer Dot Hammer Dot Hammer
Ushers: Jim Brown Jim Brown Jim Brown
Rose Wilson Rose Wilson Rose Wilson
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